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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the name Dalla Mabille, 1 904

for a hesperiid (skipper) butterfly genus by suppression of the seldom used senior

subjective synonym Eumesia Felder & Felder, [1867].

1. In 1867, Felder & Felder established a new genus Eumesia (p. 504) with a single

nominal species semiargentea (p. 505) which is, therefore, the type species by mono-
typy. The species was based on a hesperiid specimen from Colombia with the attached

head of a satyrid butterfly. The specimen, which they failed to recognize as an artefact,

is now in the British Museum (Natural History) collections, registered as Rothschild

Bequest, BM1939-1, type no. H-1098. Felder & Felder ([1867], p. 504) also proposed a

new family eumeshdae as an intermediate familial group between hesperiidae and

SATYRIDAE, an action resulting only from their failure to recognize the composite nature

of the holotype.

2. In 1904, Mabille (p. 107) established a new genus Dalla in which he placed 47

species (eight of which he had not seen and two of which he listed as of uncertain status)

plus five additional names as synonyms. He (p. 108) recognized Eumesia as a valid

genus with semiargentea as the sole species, but did not make clear what he considered

to be the significant diff'erence between Eumesia and Dalla. Mabille & BouUet (1908,

1912, 1919) never finished their revision of the hesperiidae, and their treatment of

Eumesia and Dalla was not stated. Lindsey (1921, p. 58) designated Cyclopides eryonas

Hewitson, 1877 (p. 325) as the type species of Dalla.

3. Evans (1955, p. 19) was the first worker to recognize the synonymy of Eumesia

and Dalla. His action is described by Hemming (1967, p. 177) in the following terms:

'Evans treated this generic name [Eumesia] in a strange and entirely incorrect

manner. He accepted the nominal species Eumesia semiargentea as representing a

taxonomically distinct species. In spite of this he rejected the generic nameEumesia

on the ground that the holotype of its type species {Eumesia semiargentea) now in

the British Museumwas a specimen which had lost its head and on which in place

of the missing head the head of some Satyrid species had been gummed. Evans's

ground for rejecting this generic name was that the substitution of this false head

on the holotype vitiated the generic diagnosis given by the authors of this name.

This action was misconceived, there being nothing in the Code to authorize the
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rejection of a generic name on such grounds. Moreover, Evans's contention was

incorrect in fact, for only part of the original diagnosis was concerned with the

characters of the head. Quite apart from this consideration, Evans forgot that

prior to 193 1 it was not necessary for an author to provide any diagnosis for a new
genus, provided that he included in the genus one or more duly established

nominal species. This condition was duly complied with by the authors of this

generic name. The name Eumesia is therefore an available name, and accordingly

Evans's action in rejecting it was invalid'.

Hemming (1967) did not himself comment on the possible subjective synonymy of

Eumesia and Dalla. He treated both Eumesia (p. 1 77) and Dalla (p. 1 38) as valid generic

names, although he did not consider the taxonomy.

4. Bridges (1983 (II), pp. 13, 14; 1988b (II), p. 22) accepted Hemming's treatment of

Eumesia as an available name. He recognized Eumesia as a senior synonym of Dalla

and placed in Eumesia all the species that Evans (1955, pp. 18-44) had included in

Dalla, including its type species eryonas. However, he did Ust under Dalla (1983 (II),

p. 1 1; 1988b (II), p. 18) four names published since Evans' work, but this inconsistent

action was a simple 'lapsus', understandable in such a massive undertaking. Bridges

(1988c (5), pp. 1-6), having seen the proposals to the Commission in a draft of this

application, has emended his earlier treatment and placed all relevant taxa (including

semiargentea) in Dalla, eliminating Eumesia completely. He has asked to be included as

a co-author of this application.

5. Since its publication in 1867, the name Eumesia has been used exclusively in

conjunction with its type species semiargentea with two exceptions: Erschoff (1876, pp.

140-149, pi. 3, fig. 6) who described Eumesia jelskyi, and Bridges (1983, 1988b) as set

out in para. 4 above. Dalla, on the other hand, has been used since 1904 in the descrip-

tion of new species by at least eight authors in ten separate publications (e.g. Dalla

seirocastnia Draudt, [1923], p. 923; Dalla frontinia Evans, 1955, pp. 25-26; Dalla pota

Bell, 1959, p. 1) as well as in a number of catalogue-type compilations.

6. The family-group name eumesiidae Felder & Felder, [1867] has not been used

since its description in any of the relevant taxonomic literature or in any catalogue-

type compilations. It is a senior subjective synonym of heteropterinae Aurivillius,

1925 (pp. 506, 546) which is based on the well known Palearctic genus Heteropterus

Dumeril, 1806 (p. 271). heteropterinae has been used by a number of authors includ-

ing Aurivillius (see above); Higgins, 1975, p. 51; Miller & Brown, 1981, p. 26; Bridges,

1988a (II), p. 1.

7. To reintroduce usage of the generic name Eumesia and the family-group name
eumesiidae would not be in the interests of nomenclatural stability. This family-group

name would cease to be available on suppression of the name of the type genus,

Eumesia:

8. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

( 1 ) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name Eumesia Felder & Felder,

[1867] for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the

Principle of Homonymy;
(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Dalla

Mabille, 1904 (gender: feminine), type species by subsequent designation by

Lindsey (1921) Cyclopides eryonas Hewitson, 1877;
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(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name eryonas

Hewitson, 1877, as published in the binomen Cyclopides eryonas (specific name
of the type species of Dalla Mabille, 1904);

(4) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology

the name Eumesia Felder & Felder, [1867], as suppressed in (1) above;

(5) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Family-Group Names in

Zoology the name eumesiidae Felder & Felder, [1867] (type genus Eumesia

Felder & Felder, [1867]) (name of the type genus suppressed in (1) above).
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